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On July 26, 1967, Defence Minister Yigal Allon presented a plan to then-Prime Minister 
Levi Eshkol for a settlement with the Palestinians, which came to be known as the Allon 
Plan. The plan was clarified publicly in a 1976 Foreign Affairs magazine article [‘The Case 
for Defensible Borders’; October 1976; ed.] The basic features of the plan were:  
 
1.  Israel would retain control of the Jordan valley and of the "back of the mountain." 
According to Israeli military strategists, this control was needed in order to control the 
West Bank militarily. Most of this area is desert and is not settled by Palestinians or used 
by them. However, the plan would control Palestinian access to Jordan and would create 
several separate enclaves.  
 
2.  The Jordan river would remain the eastern border of Israel, allowing Israel to prevent 
foreign armies from crossing into the West Bank and massing for an attack on the centre 
of Israel.  
 
3.  Israel would annex areas in the Jerusalem corridor to secure the approaches to 
Jerusalem. 
 
4.  Palestinians would be given control of three populous enclaves - a northern enclave 
including Nablus, Jenin, Tulkarm and Ramallah, a southern enclave including Hebron and 
Bethlehem, and an enclave including Jericho that included a crossing to Jordan. The 
enclaves would be connected by connecting roads.  
 
 
  
 


